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That the Company virtually adopted the said debt    APPENDIX.
when they took possession of the territories and revenues
of Travancore.
The two inquiries which appear to suggest themselves
in this case are: What evidence is there to shew that the
representative of Mr. Hutchinson has a just claim upon
the government of Travancore ? and, secondly, Can the
Company be considered at all responsible for the pay-
ment of any such claim, or bound to enforce, or even
recommend the payment of it by the rajah's govern-
ment?
In answer to the first inquiry thus much must be con-
ceded : that the Rajah of Travancore, with whom it is
alleged that the late Mr. Hutchinson had pecuniary deal-
ings, appears, either by himself or his minister, to have
admitted the existence of such dealings, and that very
nearly to the extent of which Mr. Hutchinson^s repre-
sentatives have since maintained that they occurred: that
this rajah's successors did, in 1800, come to a settlement
of accounts with Mr. Parry, the gentleman appointed
to act for Mr. Hutchinson's estate, by which he admitted
f a balance of 4,89,734 rupees to be due to that estate, and
that up to 1803, payments amounting to 2,80,000 rupees
were actually made by the rajah, which reduced the debt
to 2,09,734 rupees. But in 1804 the existence of this
claim was brought to the knowledge of the Bengal go-
vernment by the British resident in Travancore, inquiries
took place, and the rajah's dewan, who It would appear
had been changed in the meantime, then declared that
the " debt called Mr. Hutchinson's debt originated chiefly
in fictitious transactions." Nothing specific, however, has
been produced by the Travancore government to prove
this assertion; but, at the same time, there is sufficient
in the documents produced by Mr. Hutchinson's repre-
sentatives to shew that that gentleman's transactions
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